Community News
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
S U M M E R
National Night Out

1

Lake Ridge Annual
Meeting

2

Meet 2021 POALR Board
Directors

4

Lake Ridge POA
Financial Update

8

POALR Board Appoints
Community Leaders

13

Lake Ridge Update on
Assessment Payments

13

Construction Theft
Affects Everyone

14

Which Website Should
I Use?

15

Helping Grand
Peninsula POA after
Snowmageddon

16

Highway 67 & Lake Ridge 17
Intersection
Lake Ridge Emergency
Communications Team

18

The Sanctuary Transfer
of Control Completed

19

Community News

22

Landscaping in Lake
Ridge

25

Painted Buntings Are
Back

26

Lawns of Dallas Replaces 27
Landworks
Fertilizers and Your Pond 28
POA of Lake Ridge letter

Lake Ridge Facts:

30

2 0 2 1

National Night Out at Lake Ridge
Tuesday, October 5, 2021

By Mary Tengra

F

ood, fun and games are on the horizon.
Our Lake Ridge POA is putting together an
evening of giving back to the community while
enjoying dinner with your neighbors.
Kids can get involved with NNO by bringing a
book for the library and their favorite snack for
the food bank. We hope to have a firetruck to
see up close and maybe a k9 squad for the kids
to visit. Along with games and prizes.
Neighbors will enjoy a meal provided by the POA along with music, meeting old
friends and making new ones. We hope adults will bring canned food items and
some books for the library. Are you up for a corn hole challenge?
Local fire and police units will be stopping by. Some city officials from Grand
Prairie and Cedar Hill are sure to make an appearance.
Do you have a home business you would like to advertise at NNO. Would your
company like to be a sponsor of NNO. Contact Mary Tengra for details
of sponsorship. marytengra@yahoo.com
Put this date on your calendar. All Lake Ridge property owners and families are
invited to this event. Watch lakeridgepoa.org/NNO, the Lake Ridge Activities
Facebook page and your email for more details.
To put on this fun filled evening volunteers are needed. Can you spare a few

Aug. 9 at 4:30 at
the clubhouse.
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Lake Ridge 2021 Annual Meeting
by Patrick Dale

O

n Tuesday, March 23 2021, the Lake Ridge POA held our 2021 annual meeting virtually due to the
COVID-19 pandemic restrictions.

We started with a positive property value report from Tasha Penson. She shared that the average sale
price per square foot was up 10% during 2020 at $110/sq ft. Over 10% of Lake Ridge transitioned to new
ownership when 225 properties were sold.
Susan Atkinson, our property manager, shared the activities that our property management company,
CMA provides for our neighborhood.
Ed Shaw, our Treasurer, shared our 2020 financial story and reported that we were $57,898 under budget
(6.6%). He also shared where we are with spending the enhancement fees collected from 2015-2020.
We have spent $1.3M of the $1.6M. We are completing work on the front entrance and the Prairie View
medians during 2021. Finally, Ed shared that our reserve fund is fully funded at $930k. During 2021 we
will evaluate the current $35/year enhancement assessment.
and Technology, Finance, Landscaping, Social, CCRs & Bylaws. For details, you can watch the video of
our annual meeting at https://lakeridgepoa.org/videos/
Thoman and Susan Walls. The final vote tally had Doug Skierski and Matthew McGruder with 2 year
returning and new directors!
The detailed vote count was :
Ballots

Total Online Paper Pres. Proxy Proxy Only
242
154
41
14
33

Candidates
Doug Skierski
Matthew McGruder
Tara Powers
Susan Walls
Tammy Thoman

182
178
168
168
158

132
129
119
124
116

36
35
35
30
28

14
14
14
14
14

During the April 2021 board meeting, the board members elected the following officers :
Doug Skierski – President
Patrick Dale – Vice President
Ed Shaw – Treasurer
Matthew McGruder – Secretary
After the April meeting, Doug Skierski informed the POA board that he was leaving Lake Ridge and
resigned as director and President.
Continued on page 6
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The Lake Ridge Charitable Foundation is pleased to
announce the return of the 12th Annual Golf Tournament
after the pandemic “interruption”!

SAVE THE DATE!!!
NOVEMBER 6, 2021
TANGLERIDGE GOLF COURSE
The new office is located at 909 W. Beltline. A Lake Ridge
Charitable Foundation “mailbox” will still remain at the
POA office in the main gathering area.
972-213-1306 * lrcfinc@gmail.com

IMPORTANT
NUMBERS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Editor - Scott Weber

Please make note of the following
phone numbers for the Property
Owners Association of
Lake Ridge offices:
Susan Atkinson - 972-299-5270

Designer - Charlotte Brown
Contributing writers – Susan
Atkinson, Patrick Dale, Kay
Davidson, Tim Davis, Gary
Karnavas, Mary Tengra, Susan
Walls, Scott Weber

Abbey Fox - 972-299-5270
FAX number - 972-293-7119
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Meet the 2021 Lake Ridge POA Board of Directors
We have a few new members to our board of directors and a two board positions to fill in our
July meeting. Doug Skierski, our previous president, moved out of Lake Ridge in April and
resigned. Ed Shaw has moved out of Lake Ridge in July and has also resigned. We have two
candidates for the board positions who we will introduce after they are officially appointed.

Patrick Dale, President. Patrick was born in Redford Township, just
west of Detroit, Michigan. Patrick and Allison have been married for
40 years and have been blessed with two children and three grand
children that all live in the Dallas area.
In April 2020, Patrick retired after working 38 years with ExxonMobil
as an Information Technology project manager. He held oversea
assignments including the President of the ExxonMobil Business
Support Center in Curitiba, Brazil with 1,500 workers.
Patrick and Allison purchased their Lake Ridge lot in May of 2016 and
completed their forever home in Feb 2018. While raising their two children in the Houston, TX
area, Patrick was a volunteer with The Girl Scouts (Board of Director position for 4 years), The
Boy Scouts and the Red Cross. He has served on the Lake Ridge POA board since Sep 2019
and on The Sanctuary POA board since Dec 2020. Patrick also volunteered with his grandsons
local Cub Scout pack including running the pine wood derby for the past two years.

community since 1995, and currently living in The Hills with her
husband. They have 2 children, 1 dog and 2 cats.
Tara’s participation in the Lake Ridge community began in the early
beginnings of the POA board when it was first created. Tara is also
For many years she was the editor of our Lake Ridge Newsletter. She
is also a member of the COP (citizens on patrol) for Cedar Hill.
Tara’s work history consists of district manager for retailers such as The Gap, and The Bombay
business and assisting interior designers and their clients.
Tara chose to become a part of the Lake Ridge POA to assist in supporting this wonderful
community that she has belonged to for 25 years. Her goal is to maintain the beauty of the
community, continue the positive growth, ensure the continued increase in property values,
and insure a comfortable, safe and unified community for all of our homeowners.
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Matthew McGruder, Secretary. Matthew (MJ) was born in
Corpus Christi, and grew up in Grand Prairie, TX where he graduated
from South Grand Prairie High School.
Matthew joined the U.S. Army where he served and retired after 24
Investigator. He has held key leadership positions as a Protective

owner of a Fitness Studio (McGrudersFitnessByDesign), in Arlington, TX.
Matthew is married (16yrs) to Dr. Nancy McGruder, Educator at University of Texas (UTA),
Arlington. They have two adult graduate daughters from Howard University and Mississippi
State University.
Both Matthew and Nancy are excited to be a part of the Lake Ridge Community and are
looking forward to building a community that is safe, welcoming for all and that leads the
example for positive community growth.

Susan Walls, director. Susan was born in St. Louis, Mo. and moved to
Texas in the 2nd grade.
She has been married to her husband Matt for twenty seven (27) years
and their children are grown leaving them as empty nesters. They love
to travel with their RV, especially to West Texas where they have some
land in the Van Horn Mountains.
Susan has always been in some sort of real estate, from homebuilding
to property management. She retired in 2020 after working in the HOA
industry first as a property manager and then as a Human Resources
Director for twenty (20) years. She continues working with her husband in their family homebuilding business and really enjoy that.
Her faith is very important to her and she enjoys giving back. She hopes that serving on the
board will allow her years of experience to make Lake Ridge a place people will love to live
and share community spirit. Before the pandemic Lake Ridge was involved in a lot of giving
back to charities and she hopes to bring that back

Continued on page 6
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2021 POALR Board of Directors - continued from page 5

Tammy Thoman, director. Tammy has been a property owner in Lake Ridge since 2017 and
hopes to be in her new home, which is currently under construction, by the end of the year.
Originally from California, she attended the University of Southern California (Go Trojans!) and
has a background in HR software implementation. She has worked/lived all over the country
but decided to settle in Texas in 2006 with her family. She is very excited to be part of the
Lake Ridge community and especially loves the hilly, tree filled landscape unique to this corner
of Texas.

Annual Meeting - continued from page 2

During the May 2021 board meeting, the board elected the following officers:
Patrick Dale – President
Tara Powers – Vice President
Your CMA Staff at Work
 Susan Atkinson, Association Manager
 Abbey Fox, Compliance Coordinator & Administration
 Mike Lesku, Vice President CMA

Management Activities

Community Growth:
64 New Homes Submitted for ACC Review in 2020
1,330 Completed Homes
255 Properties Changed Ownership in 2020
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Lake Ridge POA Financial Update
by Gary Karnavas, Finance Committee Chair
2020 Budget Summary
The following table shows the Income statement for 2020 for POALR at the highest level of income
and expenses. A detailed 2020 Income Statement and Balance Statement is available on the POALR
website at: https://lakeridgepoa.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Financials/2020-12-MonthlyFinancial-Package.pdf
2020 POALR Income Statement
Description

2020 Actual

2020 Budget

2020 Variance

Operating Income

$871,326.52

$864,372.84

$6,953.68

Operating Expenses

$667,662.89

$701,881.17

$34,218.28

Net Operating Income

$203,703.63

$162,491.67

$41,211.96

($145,805.01)

($162,491.67)

$16,686.66

$57,898.62

$0.00

$57,898.62

Less: Capital Improvements
Net Income

The 2020 Operating Income was $6,953 greater than budgeted primarily due to interest earned was
were $34,218 under budget. The major factors for the reduced costs in 2020 were:
•
•
•
•

On-site Benefits were less than budgeted
Community activities were less than budgeted
Landscape, Common Areas and Lake maintenance were less than budgeted
Capital Improvements were less than budgeted

2020 Financials
The following were the major income categories for 2020.

Continued on page 10
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Lake Ridge POA Financial Update - continued from page 8
The following were the major operating expense categories for 2020.

Enhancement Fee Expenditures:

fees for 2015-2020 were $1,574,500. Total spent through 2020 was $1,249,635, which left $324,864
to complete the remaining enhancement projects. The $324,864 balance was transferred to separate
accounts for the completion of the enhancement projects and removed from the 2021 Budget. The
following is the breakout of the use of the $125 Enhancement Fee funds.

Continued on page 11
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Lake Ridge POA Financial Update - continued from page 10
Reserve Fund
The POALR Board approved a transfer of $725,000 from the Operating Accounts to the Reserve
Fund, which resulted in a Reserve Fund balance of $930,473. Based on the 30 year Reserve Study
done in 2019, the Reserve Fund is now 100% funded. This ensures that the Reserve Fund is able to
address unplanned issues concerning POA infrastructure that would have previously resulted in an
emergency assessment to property owners in order to be able to address a significant unplanned
issue, such as having to fix a lake dam or some other major infrastructure issue.
The current $35 per year Enhancement Fee should maintain the Reserve Fund at the 100% funding
Fund is being evaluated for its effectiveness.
2021 Financial Summary as of June 2021
The approved 2021 budget for the POA of Lake Ridge is composed of the following:
• Income Budget

$682,078

• Expenses Budget

$670,756

• Capital Improvements

$ 11,322

The reduction in the 2021 POALR budget from 2020 is due completion of the $125 Enhancement
Fee in 2020 and the implementation of the $35 Enhancement Fee for the Reserve Fund in 2021.
The June 2021 Budget summary is available on the POALR website at:
https://lakeridgepoa.org/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-list/Financials/2021-06-Monthly-FinancialPackage.pdf
The following are the major income categories for 2021.

Continued on page 20
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The POALR Board Appoints New Community
Leaders
by Patrick Dale, POA Board President

T

he POALR Board appointed two community members during our July board meeting to replace
Doug Skierski and Ed Shaw who recently moved from Lake Ridge and resigned. Please welcome
Lew Blackburn and Richard Meyers!
Lew Blackburn is a new Lake Ridge property owner since he and his wife Donna moved in during
July 2020. Lew is recently retired after many years in educational leadership, having served as a
teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal, Human Resource director, Business Official, College/University
Adjunct Professor, and compliance officer for the Texas Education Agency. In 2019, Lew retired after
18 years as a Trustee on the Dallas ISD Board. He is also a founding charter member of the Greater
Golden Gate Missionary Baptist Church where he has been a member for over 20 years.
Richard Meyers has been a Lake Ridge property owner since April 2018. Richard recently retired
after 30 years as a fire fighter. He and his wife Shannon have two adult children and our expecting
their first grandchild in December. Richard moved from Midlothian where he served as President of
his local HOA for 8 years.

All ages are invited to read, attend virtual library events, and
participate in fun activities to earn special prizes throughout
the summer. To sign up the whole family for the Reading
Colors Your World Summer Reading Challenge
visit cedarhilllibrary.org and make sure to follow the
Library on social media for plenty of summer fun!
Facebook: facebook.com/CHLibrary,
Instagram: @zulabwylielibrary
Twitter: @CH_ZBWLibrary

Lake Ridge Update on Assessment Payments
by Patrick Dale, POA Board President

owed two years or more and 16 property owners owed three years or more.
As many of you know, our Property Owners Association (POA) runs on a zero-based budget. In other
words, our budgeted cash collections are equal to our budgeted operating expense. Therefore, when
owners do not pay their assessment, we are forced to reduce our overall operating expenses.
As a reminder, we do start charging 18% interest on late assessments and reminder letters start at
assessment can increase rapidly. If you owe more than $900, we put a lien on your property and
charge you for the legal fees. It is frankly in your best interest to pay on time and avoid the late fees.
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Construction Theft Affects Everyone
by Susan Walls, POA Board Member

new single-family home by more than $24,000 (NAHB). The pandemic also made the availability
According to the NAHB, builders across the nation are feeling the materials pricing and availability and
delivery times of materials cited as the two most significant issues in the market right now.
Lake Ridge builders are experiencing a significant increase in material thefts due to these issues.
These issues also impact the Lake Ridge homeowners as more people are doing remodeling and the
new homes being built will be their new neighbors.
It is reported that all job site material and equipment thefts occur between 6:00 p.m. Friday and 6:00
a.m. Monday, followed by holidays and weeknights. Many of these items may fall under insurance
deductibles, so the contractor or homeowner bears the brunt of the loss.
Subcontractors and deliveries constantly flow in and out of sites. Some builders are actually marking
their frame packages among other items in order to be able to identify them to the police if stolen.
Be a good neighbor and report any suspicious activity to the following non-emergency police dispatch
numbers:
Grand Prairie: 972-237-8790

Cedar Hill: 972-223-611

CLUBHOUSE AVAILABLE TO RENT
is
available to rent. Only residents of Lake
Ridge will be allowed to rent the facilities.
We are booking graduation parties, weddings, business training sessions, and etc.
Just call ahead to make sure the date is
open. Contact Susan Atkinson or Abbey Fox
at (972) 299-527
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Which Website Should I Use?
by Patrick Dale, POA Board President

on the internet. This website is the launch pad for everything related to our Lake Ridge POA.
1.
maps and governing documents like CCRs, Bylaws and collection policies. It also includes
and details about our gated communities.
2. The link to CMA brings you to our property management company, CMA to manage the following
areas :
a. Maintain your mailing address and opt in for community email communications
b. View your assessment balance and make online payments
c. Submit and view status for modifications of your property including new construction
3. The link to Voting brings you to our online voting system hosted by myHOAst.com. We typically
use this only once a year for the members meeting and voting on directors.
We are relatively new to putting our Lake Ridge community information online and hope to continue to
expand the content. If you are ready to help with ideas, please email us at:
communications@lakeridgepoa.org.
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Helping Grand Peninsula POA after
“Snowmageddon”
by Susan Atkinson, Lake Ridge POA Manager

many homes and businesses were damaged by frozen and
suffered significantly, to the extent that their Clubhouse/office/
fitness studio must be completely

by their insurance policy. There is space available in the Clubhouse (Winston’s former office) that will fit their needs. It is in
need of painting and has stored items in it that will need to be
removed.
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Highway 67 and Lake Ridge Intersection
by Scott Weber

H

ighway 67 is undergoing renovations between Mount Lebanon and New Shiloh Road. These
renovations will include widening of the shoulders on the highway from 6 feet wide on the inside
to 22 feet. The inside shoulder will be able to accommodate adding an additional lane in the future.
The outside shoulder between the highway and the frontage road is 10 feet, and will remain the same
size. The frontage road shoulders will be widened from 4 feet to 8 feet.
In addition to widening the shoulders, highway 67 will become an overpass, and Lake Ridge Parkway
will become three lanes in each direction where it travels under the highway. The inside lane will be
used as a left turn lane, similar to most intersections with highways. The intersection will also have
frontage road U turns to allow reversing direction without the need to pass through the traffic light or
currently terminates at the highway frontage road.
Construction is expected to start in October of 2023 and last approximately two years. During that
time, we can expect that highway 67 traffic will be diverted onto the service roads as the overpass is
built. Residents can give feedback or request information by calling the
Texas Department of Transportation at 833-933-0434,
by emailing Dan.Peden@txdot.gov,
or by writing to TxDOT Dallas District Office
Attn: Dan Peden 4777 E. Highway 80 Mesquite TX 7515
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Lake Ridge Emergency Communications Team
by Scott Weber

Team (LRECT), it is intended to deliver information in the event of a major disaster. The goal of
the project is to insure there is a way to disseminate information to people in the community should
issues.
Initially created to respond to an electromagnetic pulse attack, it became evident that the recent
weather event created a situation which could have caused a power failure for the entire state, while
also limiting the ability of people to travel should they need to seek assistance.
The team would welcome neighbors with an amateur radio license of technician or higher, as well and
anyone who would be willing to participate in becoming part to the communication network.
For information contact Bill Pierce at bdpierce@sbcglobal.net

A builder with a strong build-on-your-lot program. You
can save money as well as the hassle of hiring their
own architect and general contractor. Winston Homes
will assist you with site evaluations, floor plans,
permits, construction, and, even financing.

100 Lake Ridge Parkway Cedar Hill, TX 75104
www.winstonhomes.net 214-600-5900

Some lots as low as $40. Chase
QuickPay with Zelle accepted.
Before and after pictures will be
sent. Call or Text for a quote.
Cell: 469.245.3682
Email: clintlawncare@yahoo.com
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The Sanctuary Transfer of Control Completed
by Patrick Dale, POA Board President

T

he Sanctuary gated community began
in 2007 with 126 acres divided into 136
lots. The first home was finished in 2010
and as of year end 2020, we now have 26
construction. As a result of some replating,
The Sanctuary is now 125 lots and as of
Dec 2020, all lots have been purchased
from the developer by private individuals or
builders.
This was the final change of control for our
Lake Ridge community. We no longer have
any lots owned by the developers and all
This eliminates any concern about the use
of developer proxies for POA elections.
Patrick Dale - President, Mickey Marlow - Secretary and Rick King – Treasurer.

The main priority post change of control is to build a fence along Park Crossing to allow The Sanctuary
to enclose the gated community. It seems a bit odd to have two gates but no fence beyond the gates.
The Sanctuary is looking forward to welcoming many new neighbors with record construction activity
starting in 2021.

The POA is requesting that residents only water lawns/gardens twice a week based
on the odd and even numbers of our address. The City of Cedar Hill has not made it
mandatory, but other cities within Dallas County have begun mandatory compliance
with watering.

https://www.cedarhilltx.com/1043/Water-Conservation
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Lake Ridge POA Financial Update - continued from page 11
The following are the major operating expense categories for 2021.

As of June 2021, the following is a summary of the POALR financials.

Total Cash Accounts balance is $2,028,078
• Non-Restricted Balance - $783,937
• Restricted (Reserve Fund) Balance - $916,805
• Enhancement Fund Residuals - $293,002

• $77,608 in Other Income due to $69,006 in Realized Gains (sale of a POA property on Birdie

Hollow) and $8,602 in Assessment Interest, which is not budgeted
• $5,550 in additional Office Rental at the Clubhouse
• $5,507 positive variance in Community Activities expense due to Newsletter being published in
July instead of May
• $15,440 positive variance due to landscaping maintenance less than budgeted
Continued on page 21
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Lake Ridge POA Financial Update - continued from page 20
The POALR Income Statement as of June 2021 is as follows:
POALR 2021 Income
Statement as of June 2021
Accounts
Assessment Revenues
Other Income
Office Rentals
Operating Income

2021 Actual
$314,225.39
$95,302.50
$24,150.00
$433,677.89

2021 Budget
$305,947.50
$17,694.59
$18,600.00
$342,242.09

Variance
$8,277.89
$77,607.91
$5,550.00
$91,435.80

$55,170.19
$11,308.07
$33,596.22
$14,560.11
$11,787.43
$5,407.80
$1,525.17
$20,718.68
$135.09
$6,314.21
$1,104.89

$57,805.38
$12,250.96
$33,596.22
$12,701.96
$11,536.10
$6,228.24
$1,620.00
$4,225.00
$117.84
$7,539.02
$6,612.01

$2,635.19
$942.89
$0.00
($1,858.15)
($251.33)
$820.44
$94.83
($16,493.68)
($17.25)
$1,224.23
$5,507.12

$5,911.09

$6,833.95

$922.86

$104,739.69

$120,179.76

$15,440.07

($13,249.98)
$6,130.69
$9,855.45

($13,249.98)
$5,535.54
$14,893.53

$0.00
($595.15)
$5,038.08

$253.32
$0.00

$174.00
$1,000.00

($79.32)
$1,000.00

$39,328.67

$38,129.59

($1,199.08)

$314,597.37

$327,729.12

$13,131.75

$0.00

$11,322.27

$11,322.27

Total Expenses & Capital Imp

$314,597.37

$339,051.39

$24,454.02

Net Income

$119,080.52

$3,190.70

$115,889.82

Salaries
Benefits
Management Fees
Professional Fees
Supplies
Insurance
Utilities
Taxes
Depreciation
Other Miscellaneous
Community Activities
Landscaping & Common Area
Utilities
Landscaping & Common Area
Maintenance
Total Landscape
Reimbursement
Irrigation
Community Center
Gates/Guard House/Courtesy
Patrol
Lakes
Repair & Replacement
Reserves (Restricted Reserves)
Expenses
Capital Improvements
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Need to get away but don't want to travel far? Cedar Hill
has teamed up with 5 "SoMetro" cities just south of Dallas.
Stay in Cedar Hill and have the convenience to what Cedar
Hill has to offer, in addition to Grand Prairie, Waxahachie,
Mansfield and Ennis.

Visit: SoMetro Staycations | Visit Cedar Hill TX

October 5, 2021
Lake Ridge Clubhouse
Starts at 6:00 pm
For more details:
lakeridgepoa.org/NNO
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Looking for something to do, but wonder where to begin?
Cedar Hill has a wide variety of local attractions and recreational activities.
How many have you done?
 Browse the art exhibits at the Visual Expressions gallery
 Do a circuit workout at the Alan E. Sims Recreation Center
 Eat a slice of pizza at Sam's Pizza & Pasta
 Experience the eclectic art styles at the Sly Cat Gallery
 Explore the creative playground at Virginia Weaver Park
 Grab some homemade ice cream, churros, elotes every day or some amazing tacos on the weekends
at Agridulce Munchies & Snack Bar

 Fish at Valley Ridge Park
 Linger over a latte and have a slice of Emporium's pie at the White Rhino
 Pick up a game of basketball at Crawford Park
 Play chess and checkers on an oversized board at Hillside Village
 Play a game of disc golf at Lester Lorch Nature Preserve
 Play a game of tennis at Crawford Park
 Race around the Cedar Hill Roller Rink
 Relax and watch the kids play in the interactive fountain at Hillside Village
 Ride the go-karts at Ellen's Amusement Park
 Score some goals on the Crawford Park soccer fields
 Stroll the shops at Hillside Village
 Take the Historic Walking Tour through Historic Downtown
 Take batting practice or play a round of mini-golf at Ellen's Amusement Center
 View the educational displays in the Government Center lobby
 Enjoy a snow cone in Historic Downtown from Sweeter Hill Snowballs & Snack Boutique
 View a piece of the World Trade Center and check out the fully-restored vintage 1924 American LaFrance fire
engine on display at Fire Station 1

 Visit the War Dog Memorial at the Cedar Hill Pet Cemetery
 Walk a dog at the Tri-City Animal Shelter
 Walk or ride a bike on the Red Oak Creek Trail
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Landscaping in Lake Ridge
by Kay Davidson, Landscape Committee Chair

Y

ou have probably seen lots of changes in our community this past year as we continue to enhance
the beauty of our neighborhood.

Medians on Lakeridge Parkway
The medians on Lakeridge Parkway are complete and certainly add a lot of
with 3 plant varieties: purple winter creeper, rose moss, and dwarf Mexican

eliminating the need for expensive mulch, which had to
be replaced annually.
the landscape contractor, Landworks, chose the “wait and see” path to see
which ones survived. Many did survive! All plant areas have been evaluated
replaced with a different variety as they proved not cold tolerant in our
planting zone.
End caps on Prairie View

from winds and weather. The cedar elms that line the boulevard
are
destroyed. The end caps on Prairie View have been planted
as rock gardens using plants that will allow for maximum line of
sight for traffic. They are small now, but will quickly fill to become
pops of color
and in the long run will be less costly than the
use of mulch that had to be replaced annually.
Ridge View Park
The pond continues to be controlled for bull grass and algae making it a favorite for place to walk, fish,
and enjoy the outdoors. The bridges that were broken by vandalism were repaired. The grills have been
removed due to old age, rust, and poor condition.

Continued on page 26
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Painted Buntings Are Back
by Tim Davis

R

ecently started seeing the Painted Bunting on our feeder. This meant they had made their long
journey here from either various regions of Mexico, Florida, or maybe even Central America.
With its head of a bold blue, chest and underside of an orangish red, and wings of lime/yellow it looks
amazing. Who knew we had such a beautiful bird here in Texas.
I am a native DFW Texan and actually had never seen one until I moved to Lake Ridge in 2003. The
females are green, but males are also green during their 1st year. The painted Bunting is a very timid
or jumpy type bird. The slightest move from something and it's gone. I’m always excited to see when
they arrive. They are not very big and will fit in the palm of your hand. They are part of the Cardinal
family so you will notice their beak is similar in design to the red cardinal seen around here. I thought
one was dead after it flew into our window, but luckily just knocked itself out. The photo below shows
it in my hand as it was waking up. Since their population is decreasing, we need to take care of this
magnificent beautiful bird.

Female Bunting on feeder

Male Bunting

Male Bunting waking

Landscaping in Lake Ridge - continued from page 25
Front Entrance at Mansfield Highway
behind the wing walls were removed. They were falling down and created a hazard as well as being
quite unsightly and outdated. We then moved to the front entrance design in the median. The bid was
awarded to Joshua Homes for the main structure and it is currently being built. The design for the
landscape part of the entrance, along with the side wing walls and area around the drainage culvert,
has been decided upon and the bids will go out in June. The committee, along with our manager,
Susan Atkinson who is a landscape architect, selected several choices of plants for consideration.
The target completion date is July.

The members of the landscape committee are Judy Hatch, Candice McCurdy, John Marinos, Bill
Pierce, Gladys Stigger, Roger Welch and Kay Davidson. Anyone interested in joining this committee
is encouraged to contact Susan at the POA office.
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Lawns of Dallas to Replace Landworks
by Patrick Dale, POA Board President

B

ased on the recommendation of our property management company, CMA, the POALR board
contracted with OLM to lead the bid process for our landscaping contract. OLM brought many
years of experience to the bidding process. The most significant change will be transitioning to a
“performance based” contract. Each month OLM will use a scorecard to “grade” the quality of the
landscaping vendor. If they meet at least 90% of the targets, they get the final 25% of the monthly
contact. This puts 25% of the monthly contract at risk for the landscaping vendor to “encourage” them
to make our Lake Ridge community look great!
OLM found six Dallas based companies that were interested in our landscaping contract and had a
pre-bid meeting in early June. Bids were due back in late June with a good range of responses from
the six bidders. The landscape committee conducted two rounds of face to face interviews, moving
from six bidders to four, then to the final two.
After further reviews with a few references, the Landscape Committee recommended to the POALR
board to contract with Lawns of Dallas for three years starting September 1, 2021.
We look forward to seeing the results from Lawns of Dallas and they did say that we should expect
some of the weeds to die in September as they treat the weeds in preparation of great looking turf for
the spring of 2022.

Blood Drive on Sunday,
September 26 from 1pm to 5pm
at the Clubhouse
by Mary Tengra, Social Committee Chair
The Lake Ridge POA Social Committee is partnering with Carter BloodCare to host a blood
drive on Sunday, September 26 from 1pm to 5pm at our community Clubhouse. Please try
and COVID-19 really slowed down the donations over the last year. I hope to see you at the
clubhouse donating blood on September 26th!
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Continued on page 29
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This information provided by: Pond Medics, PO Box 1147, Prosper, TX 75078
972-334-0104 info@pondmedics.com
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Property Owners Association
of Lake Ridge

Dear Lake Ridge Property Owner:
This letter hereby serves as a reminder of the required compliance of the Deed Restrictions for Lake
of any Tract shall jointly and severally have the duty and responsibility, at their sole cost and expense, to keep
that Tract so owned or occupied, including improvements and grounds in connection therewith, in a wellmaintained, safe, clean and attractive condition at all times. NOTE: If the grass or weeds on empty lots are
over one foot tall this is an indication that a mow is required. Part of maintaining your lot also includes
keeping it free from brush, debris and unsightly, broken and dead trees and limbs. Please check your lot
regularly to make sure it is not in need of maintenance.
Home sites require manicured mows as stated in Section 3.18 of the Deed Restrictions. Keep landscaped home

completion of home.
Mow and trim weeds from undeveloped lots that are heavily wooded a minimum of 50 feet from the street or
to a heavy tree line and 15 feet around the perimeter adjacent to neighboring lots. Should lots not be
heavily wooded the entire lot beginning at the street must be mowed. Attention: The Association is no
longer mowing the front right-of-way of any empty lot.
Please be advised that if you do not meet these requirements, the Association has the right to perform
the required maintenance and invoice you for the work and impose a violation fine per Section 3.19 of
the CC&Rs.
The Association cannot recommend a maintenance contractor; however, the following have paid an
advertising fee in order to be included on this list and are willing to perform maintenance of your lot or
lawn at a cost negotiated between you the property owner and contractor. The list also includes additional services that may be of assistance to you.



Texas Tractor Service, LLC - texastractor@swbell.net - Darren Heitman - office 972-291-7263 or cell
972-877-4966; PO Box 1465 Cedar Hill – Lot mowing, tree trimming/removal, and erosion barriers.
Visa and MasterCard accepted. Locally owned & operated since 1986. Insured.



Have Tractor Will Mow – ernestbaley@sbcglobal.net – Ernest Baley – home 972-291-1677 or cell
469-254-3617. – Lot mowing, cleaning and tree removal. 108 N. Potter, Cedar Hill, TX – Insured.



Nazario Landscaping – patriciastokes@hotmail.com - Call of text 469-766-7722; Lot/acreage
repairs, fertilizer, and necessary requirements for a manicured lawn.
Continued on page 31
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POA Mow Letter - continued from page 30



Clint’s Lawn Care – Some lots as low as $40. Chase QuickPay with Zelle accepted for payment. Before
and after pictures will be sent. For quickest response please call or text for a quote.
Cell: 469-245-3682 Email: clintlawncare@yahoo.com

Please remember when walking your dogs in the neighborhood that they should be on a leash. We have had
We appreciate your cooperation and thank you in advance for your help with maintenance and keeping Lake
Ridge a premier community. Remember, the cost of sending out violation notices costs the Association, which
is you.

FIRE HAZARDS
NOTICE: Please remove or have your service provider
remove dead trees on your property in order to help
reduce fire hazards.
Best Regards,

POA of Lake Ridge Board of Directors

Communications Information
Email Web Telephone
communications@lakeridgepoa.org (General)
www.lakeridgepoa.org (Our web site)
972-299-5270 (Association Manager)

Committee Information
To join a committee or volunteer your time, please
send an email to:
Board of Directors
board@lakeridgepoa.org
Architectural Control Committee
architecture@lakeridgepoa.org
Communications Committee
communications@lakeridgepoa.org

www.cedarhilltx.com (Cedar Hill)
972-291-5100 (City of Cedar Hill)
www.gptx.org (Grand Prairie )
972-237-8000 (City of Grand Prairie)
www.lakeridgepoa.org (Request to Login)

Finance Committee
finance@lakeridgepoa.org
Landscape Committee
landscape@lakeridgepoa.org
Social Committee
social@lakeridgepoa.org
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