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T

he board has decided to alter the production of the newsletter. Over the past few
years there has been a lot of activity in our community, therefore, there has been a
lot of information to distribute to homeowners. The homeowners have taken control of
the association board, we have dealt with some major erosion issues in the community,
and we are now seeing the widening of Lake Ridge Parkway. Since we don't really have
major issues facing the community at this time, we have decided to go to a bi-annual
distribution of the newsletter. We still have the ability to send out an email blast to everyone if there is something that needs to be addressed. This is not a monetary decision
because we typically sell more in advertising than what it costs to produce and deliver
the newsletter. It is possible we may revert back to a quarterly schedule if activity in the
community warrants. In the mean time, look for the next issue of the newsletter sometime
in January or February 2011.
If you have not registered on the website please do so in order that we can include
you in our email blasts with important information or announcements. Go to
www.lakeridgepoa.org and on the left side click on “NEED TO REGISTER”.
You will find great information on
the website which includes:
Property documents, committee
information, city information, bill
paying capabilities, violation
information and much more.
Also, please send an email to
crollwitz@cmamanagement.com
if you do not receive emails.

• Over 50 miles of street not
including The Summit, The
Greens or The Preserve

• 23 acres of manicured, fertilized
turf not including the grated
communities

Don’t forget . . . If you have
business at the Lake Ridge
Property Owners Association
office, we have moved!
We are now located at
100 Lake Ridge Parkway

• Over 6,000 square feet of rightof-ways are mowed

• 30,000 square feet of flower bed
area

• 8,200 pots of plants needed for
change in seasonal plants
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State Highway 161 Corridor Update
submitted by Chad McCurdy

C

itizens who travel near the proposed State Highway
161 from IH 20 in Grand Prairie to SH 183 in Irving,
may notice some changes to the roadway system in the
near future. The limits of the proposed project extend from
IH 20 in Grand Prairie to SH 183 in Irving, a distance of
10.8 miles. The project is entirely within Dallas County.
The Dallas and Fort Worth region, as well as other cities
across Texas, is faced with a critical funding shortage for
transportation improvements. The Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) has partnered with local officials
to leverage transportation funds to meet the current and
future transportation needs of its communities. To help
meet critical transportation funding shortfalls, in December
2003 the Texas Transportation Commission approved a
policy under House Bill 3588 (HB 3588) instructing TxDOT
to evaluate all controlled-access highway projects as possible candidates for tolling. These projects would include
projects that are currently under construction and those in
the planning stage involving new lane construction.
After four decades of planning, State Highway (SH) 161 is
shaping up in Grand Prairie. By late 2012, all main lanes
and frontage roads through the city are scheduled to be
complete from Interstate Highway 20 to SH 183. Main
lanes on the 11.5-mile corridor will be tolled and all frontage roads will be free of charge. SH 161 will be two lanes
each direction from I-20 to Interstate Highway 30 and
three lanes each direction from I-30 to SH 183.

Road Closures
West 14th Street will
close at the Main and
Jefferson railroad
crossing in March
2010. There will be
lane closures on Main
Street and Jefferson
Street during the construction of the railroad
crossing. The city of
Grand Prairie and
North Texas Tollway
Authority will provide
alternative routes.
Why is SH 161 a Toll
Road?
Because the road was approved as a free facility in the
federal lawsuit brought on by several residential groups in
Grand Prairie, TxDOT conducted a public hearing seeking
input regarding the tolling of SH 161 main lanes. To gain
Grand Prairie's support of the toll road, the North Central
Texas Council of Governments and TxDOT pledged
nearly $100 million for road projects in Grand Prairie.
These projects were selected by Grand Prairie City
Council and staff:
I-30 frontage roads - primarily between Belt Line Road
and MacArthur

Construction Status:
Interchange at I-20
Main lane interchange scheduled to be complete by 2012.

Park and ride facility - south side of I-30 east of Belt Line
Road

Continued on page 7

Main Lanes from IH-20 to Egyptian Way
Work began in March 2010 and is scheduled to be
complete in late 2012.
Frontage Road from IH-20 to North Carrier Parkway
Frontage roads opened in August 2009.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Main Street and Jefferson Street Bridges
Construction on bridges for Main Street and Jefferson and
the Union Pacific railroad tracks were scheduled to begin
in March 2010. SH 161 main lanes will pass under the
bridges. Frontage roads will remain at normal street level.
Construction is scheduled to be complete in late 2012.

Designer - Charlotte Brown

Interchange at IH 30
Scheduled to be complete in late 2012.
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Egyptian Way to SH 183
Two main lanes are open north and south bound.
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Main Lane Interchange at SH 183
Completed in August 2009.
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Call today to sell your lot or home!

214-906-1548

Seismic Testing to Begin in Lake Ridge and
Grand Prairie
by Laura Satterfield, LARAPO

A

lthough Dawson Geophysical delayed the Massey
3D due to the high lake traffic this time of the
year, the plan has moved forward. Dawson began
placing the geophones throughout the neighborhood
on the Grand Prairie side a few days ago and will
conduct the survey shortly.
Pipeline easements have been approved for DFW
Midstream Services, LLC by Grand Prairie, crossing
360 at Ragland Road behind Lynn Creek Park and on
Matthew Road, crossing Bardin. The City of Grand
Prairie will derive income from the license agreements.
For more information, go to GP City Council Agenda
6/1/2010.

www.larapo.org

Grand Prairie is currently reviewing their gas drilling ordinances. They will conduct public meetings at the end
of August to get citizen input. If you have concerns or comments, please send them to info@larapo.org.
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Repair of the Golden Dam
by Philip MacDonald

A

s we discussed in the last newsletter, the drainage
creek (spillway) from Golden Pond to the lake behind the POA offices in the Bluegreen sales center had
badly eroded the Golden Pond dam, as shown in the
picture to the right. This was caused by the very wet
winter of 2009/2010 and the poor design of the dam
and drainage creek. The area between the two lakes
where this occurred is POA common area and, therefore, the POA was responsible for fixing the damage.
Our first step last winter was to place a large tarp over
the erosion area to try to minimize further loss of the
dam material until the area dried and we could work on
it. The tarp worked well and stopped the movement of
the ravine towards Golden Pond. We then hired a contractor to partly fill the deep ravine that had developed,
contour the area around the creek, and place grouted
rock over the change in elevation. The second picture
to the right shows the workmen grouting the rock in the
spillway. The third picture to the right shows the completed project. We expect the grouted rock to prevent a
reoccurrence of this problem.

Erosion of Golden Pond Dam. The Pond is Just Beyond the
Cattails at the Top of the Picture.

Grouting the Rock in the Golden Pond Spillway

Rebuilt Golden Pond Spillway.
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Christmas Tree Pick-Up by Boy
Scout Troop 782 in Lake Ridge
Troop 782 of Cedar Hill and Desoto will be providing a
Christmas tree disposal service this coming Christmas
holiday season for their annual fund raiser in the Lake Ridge
subdivision. The scouts of troop 782 will attach envelopes
with rubber bands to your front door on Saturday December
18th. Keep the envelope until after Christmas and the scouts
will actually come to your home and pick up
your tree Saturday January 1st. Simply attach the envelope to the tree (using the rubber band) with a donation and leave the tree
at the end of your driveway.
This service will allow you to remove your
tree without having to take it to the dump,
grind it up, or wait until the week of January
10th when the city picks up. The proceeds
of the funds will be used by the troop to
fund their annual boy scout and cub scout camps as well
as opportunities for those boys who cannot afford basic
scouting needs such as uniforms and scouting gear.
Troop 782 is one of the oldest registered troops in the
Country. Troop 782 was first registered over 61 years ago
and we look forward to many more to come.
Best regards,
Boyd E. Smith
Troop 782

New City Program Police and Youth Against Graffiti
The Cedar Hill Police Department P.A.C.T Unit has created
“Police and Youth Against Graffiti” a graffiti removal program. With the assistance of community volunteers and
partnerships with the business community, this program
will be a success.
Rapid removal of graffiti is an effective prevention tool. The
best way to prevent graffiti is to remove it as fast as possible, preferably within the first 24 hours. If the graffiti is not
removed within our desired 72 hours, our volunteers will
remove the graffiti free of charge. So please continue to
report graffiti to either the street department or the police
department.
This program was not only designed to assist home owners
and business owners in removing graffiti, but also to engage
the youth to work along side police and build positive relationships. We want to encourage our youth to become role
models themselves amongst their peers.
If you or your child would like to become volunteers,
please contact Officer Tammie Cooper at 927-291-5181
ext. 2192 or tammie.cooper@cedarhilltx.com.

Note of Appreciation
I’m from the R.A. Camp at Mt Lebanon and brought the boys to
your lake for the canoeing periods last week. A total of 65 boys
had the pleasure of the water on Tuesday & Wednesday. They
really enjoyed their time on, and in the water!
We used to have to take them all the way over to Joe Pool
Lake for the canoeing, but now thanks to your generosity, it’s
not only a lot closer drive, but a much safer place to take them.
Even though the man who is heading up the road project in
your neighborhood isn’t necessarily connected to your homeowners association, I just had to pass this on: On Tuesday, just as I was getting the boys launched onto the
water, he came down the path. I went to him and offered to move the vehicles if they were in the way, but he
said no, they’d find somewhere else to work the next 2 days, that it was more important for the boys to have a
good time on the water than for them to tear up the parking lot! I really appreciated his attitude & cooperation.
Again, thank you for allowing us to use your lake and I hope we’ll see you again next year.

Ralph A. Hoeting
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State Highway 161 Update - continued from page 2
I-20 frontage roads - Belt Line Road (FM 1382) to Carrier Parkway
Hunter-Ferrell - Widen from two lanes to four lanes between Belt Line and Story Road
MacArthur Boulevard - Widen from two lanes to four lanes between the Trinity River and I-30
Camp Wisdom - Widen from two lanes to four lanes between Carrier and Belt Line (FM 1382)
Gifford/Bagdad - Construct new four-lane roads to connect to I-30 and MacArthur
Lake Ridge Parkway - Construct new six-lane divided roadway from Polo to I-20 at SH 161
Wildlife Parkway - Extend Wildlife Parkway from Hardrock over the Trinity River to SH 161
SH 161 Toll Booths
Tolls on SH 161 are collected by the North Texas Tollway Authority (NTTA) and toll booths will be all-electronic toll collection (all-ETC) facilities. This means that the toll booths will not accept cash. Drivers with toll tags will be billed on their toll
tag account. Drivers without toll tags will have a ZipCash account created based on their license plate information and
bills will be sent to them at home.
Construction is currently slightly behind schedule but it will be exciting to have another alternative when heading north out
of Cedar Hill. There are many people that do not support the concept of toll roads. However, you cannot argue with the
progress and development that has been brought to Northern Dallas County and the region through the development of
the toll road systems. You can keep up with the toll road development on the website http://www.keepitmovingdallas.com/
SH161/
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Lake Ridge 3rd Annual
Charity Golf Tournament
September 18, 2010

Please join us for the Lake Ridge 3rd annual Charity Golf Tournament! Our tournament is
scheduled for September 18th, 2010 with an 8:30 a.m. shotgun start.
If you want to sign up as a player or a sponsor, call Carolyn Rollwitz at 214-473-2001
or go to http://lakeridgegolfclub.com/.
Thanks to all our sponsors and participants last year, we were able to make several meaningful contributions to
support our community. We donated a $10,000 scholarship to Happy Hill Farm Academy, 400 cans of food to the
local food pantries and the proceeds from the putting contest went to the Brighter Tomorrows Battered Women's
shelter in Cedar Hill. Our goals this year are even more ambitious.
This year we want to donate another $10,000 scholarship to Happy Hill Farm Academy. We also want to raise
enough funds to donate a computer lab to the Cedar Hill Recreational Center and make a grant to the Cedar Hill
Library to help fund expansion plans. We hope that everyone will join us once again in the canned food drive for the
local food pantry in the swap for Mulligan's program where you can exchange 5 cans of food for a Mulligan.
We will have a great day of golf at the beautiful Tangle Ridge Golf Course in Grand Prairie, TX (www.tangleridge.com).
The event will include a 4-person scramble, a full buffet lunch, raffle and an awards reception immediately following
the tournament.
We are very excited about the prize packages for this year’s tournament including:
- $1,000 in gift cards to the first place team (4 AmEx gift cards @ $250 each)
- $500 in gift cards to the second place team (4 AmEx gift cards @ $125 each)

VANDERGRIFF ACURA
HOLE-IN-ONE

- Special surprise for last place team
- Prizes for hole-in-one, closest to the pin, putting contest and more

Date:
September 18, 2010
Registration Time:
Starts at 7:30 a.m.
Facility:
Tangle Ridge Golf Course, 818 Tangle Ridge Dr., Grand Prairie, TX 75052
Fees:
Individual Golfer - $85.00
Foursomes - $340.00
Late Registration - after August 18, 2010 - $95.00
Foursomes - $380.00
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Proud sponsor of the
Lake Ridge 3rd Annual
Charity Golf Tournament
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Lake Ridge Fence Requirements
by Philip MacDonald and Carolyn Rollwitz

F

ences are one of the most commonly discussed and
debated topics at board and community meetings.
The purpose of this article is to explain some of the
fence requirements within the different Lake Ridge
property deed restrictions (CC&Rs). This is not easy,
because we have 34 separate sections, each with their
own unique deed restrictions.
Nevertheless, there is some logic behind our deed
restrictions and there is some consistency. The following
requirements apply to the 27 non-gated community
sections of Lake Ridge. First and foremost, a plan must
be submitted to the Architectural Control Committee
(ACC) for approval prior to a fence or wall being
erected. This is done through the POA office by presenting the plan to Carolyn Rollwitz and Chris Bahr. This
requirement is in all of the CC&R’s that everyone is
provided prior to closing on their property.
It is important to note that both the Lake Ridge deed
restrictions and city ordnances prohibit fences in the
front yards of homes outside of the gated communities
(from the front line of the house to the public right-ofway). Also, the maximum height of any fence shall not
be greater than 10 feet. The POA of Lake Ridge prefers
black wrought iron fencing on all sides of every property,
but wood and/or black or dark green chain link fencing is
allowed in some places. This is usually on sections not
abutting major roadways, and out of the line of sight.
However, the POA Board only enforces the requirements that are in your deed restrictions.
1. If you live in Sections 1 through 7 Phase 1, or Section 8 and your property fronts Mansfield Road, Lake
Ridge Parkway or Lake View Drive; you must have a
black wrought iron fence with Austin Stone columns
on the sides of your property facing Mansfield Road,
Lake Ridge Parkway, or Lake View Drive. Please
understand that this requirement applies to whatever
side of your property faces the main road in question,
regardless of whether it is the front, side, or back of
your property. On the sides of your property that do
not face a main street, black or dark green chain link
or wood fencing is allowed, except in Sections 5 and
7 Phase 1, where chain link fences are not allowed
anywhere. That is why you see some houses on the
side streets in those sections with wood or chain link
fence.
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2. Property that is in Section 3 and next to Tangle
Ridge golf course must have wrought iron fence on
the side facing the golf course. This requirement is in
addition to the requirements listed in Item 1 above.
3. Section 7, Phase 3 does not require stone columns
or wrought iron fencing, but chain link fencing is not
allowed.
4. If you live in Sections 9 Phase 1 or 2 or Sections
18A, 18B, 19, 21, 21B or 23A; you must have a
black wrought iron fence with Austin stone columns
on all the sides of your property facing any public
street, park, or common area. On the other (nonstreet or common area) sides the fence can be just
black wrought iron, but it cannot be wood or chain
link.
5. If you live in Sections 10 Phase 1 or 2, 11, or 12;
black wrought iron fence (but not Austin stone
columns) is required along the golf course. Otherwise, you can have wood or chain link fence, except
for Section 12 which allows wood, but not chain link.
6. Sections 13, 15, or 16 do not have requirements for
stone columns or wrought iron fencing, but chain link
fencing is not allowed. Fences in those Sections can
be black wrought iron or wood.
7. Section 17 Phase 2 does not require Austin stone
columns or wrought iron fence and allows both wood
and chain link fencing.
Regarding the seven gated communities in Lake Ridge
now active, Austin stone columns and black wrought
iron fencing is required on all sides of each property
facing any street or public area. Chain link fencing is not
allowed in any Lake Ridge gated community. Wood
fencing is allowed in the Bluffs, Hills, Views, and
Timbers on the sides of the property not facing a street
or public area. The Summit and Sanctuary do not allow
fences past the front of the homes. There are fences
that go past the front of some homes in the Views, Hills,
and Bluffs. Fences past the front of the homes must get
variances approved by the city and the POA’s Architectural Control Committee. In general, fencing requirements within the gated communities is even more
stringent than the non-gated communities.
You may ask what is the logic behind all these differing
fence requirements? The developer was trying to give
Lake Ridge an upscale, open country appearance.
Hence the requirement for the Austin stone columns
Continued on page 11
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Fence Requirements - continued from page 10
and black wrought iron fencing along all the main roads into Lake Ridge. If you bought property along our main
streets, you have very specific requirements for your fencing.
Occasionally we get asked about wood fencing and why one home can have a wood fence but another can not. As
you can see from the listed requirements wood fencing is not permitted by the CC&R’s within the majority of Lake
Ridge. The general opinion of the board and the ACC is that Solid fences destroy the open look of the neighborhood
and wood fences do not last well in our climate. Over time they turn gray, then black and start to lean and fall apart. If
your CC&R’s do not permit wood fencing, your fence plan will not be approved.
Can the deed restrictions be changed? Yes, but it requires a 2/3 majority of all the property owners in Lake Ridge, or
about 1510 yes votes. The POA of Lake Ridge has tried to change some of our deed restrictions in the past with
no success. We would prefer to have more uniform fence requirements in Lake Ridge, but it is unlikely that will
happen. We must also consider owners who have put up a fence that complies with their existing deed restrictions
that may be impacted by any potential change. If we were to alter the CC&R’s this may also dictate that those with
approved existing fences change their fence to meet the new requirement.
The duty of the board to all homeowners is to enforce the CC&R’s as they are written today. Remember that first
you are required to submit your fence plan to the ACC for approval. The primary consideration is always whether
your plan complies with the CC&R’s for YOUR section. If you have questions about the fence restrictions on your
property, please review your CC&Rs, reference the community website and/or contact Carolyn or Chris at the POA
office, 214-473-2002.
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Update on Lake Ridge Real Estate
by Elaine S. Cook, RE/MAX Preferred Associates

T

here is good news; the price per square foot continues to increase, but slowly. Over 30 homes have sold in Lake
Ridge since the beginning of the year. Over half of those sold at more than $70 sf, some as high as $100 sf.
That is great news. Currently there are 53 houses listed on MLS, 46 of them for sale by individuals, another good
sign with 3 listed at over $1,200,000. I know the list price does not matter only the sale price. But the increase
in listing prices seems to indicate that maybe the panic is subsiding. For all of us that are staying or are new to the
area, this is good news.
Two of the houses sold were listed
and sold as unfinished, and there are
2 active unfinished at this time. This
may indicate that we are to the end of
the incompletes without work in process.
We are all in agreement, we want all
the houses finished and maintained.
Since mortgage loans are tighter now,
any new buyers should be more
stable and more deeply invested in
their property. Again that is good news.
Bottom line, progress is being made
slowly, but it is being made. Every
home sold should be seen as a step
toward the Lake Ridge we want for
the future.

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL
VENDORS!
We hope this newsletter
provides a valuable service
to the property owners of
Lake Ridge. Although the
POA and its affiliates do
not endorse claims of
advertisers, we hope you
choose to patronize the
businesses that have
chosen to support our
community through their
advertising dollars.
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Update on Lake Ridge Road Construction
by Chad McCurdy and Rita Cook, Focus Daily News

F

or those that have lived in Lake Ridge for any length
of time, it seems that we have been hearing about
the widening of Lake Ridge Parkway forever. Well, if you
have driven between Prairie View and Hwy 67 lately you
will see that this project is finally underway. In fact, much
of the ground work on this portion of the roadway is
close to completion, but this is only the first phase. Total
construction is expected to take approximately 365
working days or two years with the Mansfield Road
construction to follow.
You may have noticed that dirt has been added to the
lot located at the front of the Lake Ridge development.
This lot is still for sale and there are no current plans to
locate anything on this lot. However, the road crew
needed somewhere to place the dirt being removed for
the roadway and the value of the retail lot is improved by
raising the elevation of the retail lot closer to street level.
As you might have noticed, there are now signs designating the entirety of Lake Ridge Parkway as a construction zone. The importance of this is that the fines
for traffic offenses are doubled inside of designated
construction within the State of Texas. The speed limit is
still 30 mph along the majority of Lake Ridge Parkway
up to Prairie View and on Lakeview Drive between

Mansfield Road and Lake Ridge Parkway. The speed
limit on Lakeview Drive reduces to 25 mph after you
cross Lake Ridge Parkway. The Cedar Hill Police
Department has recently stepped up enforcement of
speed limits in our community, so don't speed or you
could face a substantial fine.
Cedar Hill currently has three major roadway construction
projects either underway or in the engineering stages,
two in partnership with Dallas County. According to
Cedar Hill Public Information Officer, Corky Brown, on
July 21st a planning meeting was held with roughly 50
residents in attendance. The purpose of the meeting
was to specifically discuss the Mansfield Road project.
Cedar Hill Mayor, Rob Franke opened the meeting
emphasizing the importance of collecting input from
residents regarding the project overall. Franke also took
the time to describe the “context sensitive design” being
utilized in the creation of this roadway.
All of the roadway projects include the expansion of two
lanes to either four or six. According to Brown each is
not only a different roadway, but each road will also be
somewhat different along its course because of the context-sensitive design techniques the City is incorporating for each location. “Context-sensitive means we
look at the function of the roadway along its path and design the
roadway to best serve the needs
within the allowed right of way,”
Brown says. “That may mean a
wider median, an offset roadway
or special enhancements for traffic flow, pedestrian safety or aesthetics.”
Using the context-sensitive design
approach recognizes that a road
has different functions in different
places, each requiring a unique
solution. Brown’s example, “as a
road passes a school, drivers
need to be aware of the pedestrian
crosswalks. In commercial locations safe access to businesses
becomes a consideration. In
Cedar Hill preserving our natural
beauty is always a consideration.”
The Mansfield Road project will
Continued on page 16
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Season of the Snakes in Lake Ridge
By Chad McCurdy

T

o anyone who has spent any time in the Lake
Ridge area, it is no surprise to see wildlife in our
community. However, to many who have not ventured
here before, it can be quite disconcerting to see a
coyote, a bobcat, buzzards, rabbits, skunks, raccoons,
possums, and snakes. These animals really don’t
want to interact with us and pose little threat to humans.
Occasionally, we infringe on each others territory and in
the case of snakes that can have some very negative
consequences.
There are a numerous types of snakes in the Lake
Ridge area. Most of them are harmless and in fact can
be beneficial. Most snakes feed on rats and mice when you see them around your home it is because
they are following food which has fled toward your
home. There are four types of venomous snakes in the
United States: rattlesnakes, water moccasins, copperheads and coral snakes. All four of these snakes have
been spotted in Texas but the two most common
snakes in our area that pose a threat to humans are
the Texas Diamondback and the Western Cottonmouth.
The Copperhead is also occasionally sighted, but this is
the western most portion of their territory.
First, you would have to be close to the snake to make
these identifications so the best policy is to stay away
and call animal control. The snakes in our area are
classified as 'pit vipers' characterized by a thin neck and
a triangular shaped head. The rattlesnake obviously has
a distinctive rattle on its tail although they can break or
get broken off. They usually have long fangs that are
revealed when they open their mouth, but they will fold
under when the mouth is closed and they have cat's-eye
shaped pupils. The cottonmouth is so named because
of the white tissue that makes up the lining of the inside
of its mouth. Their body has almost no markings and an
adult may almost appear solid black. They may have
some cross banding, but usually have well defined
scales. The juvenile cottonmouths look starkly different
than their parents with more distinctive markings. They
will often emit a musky odor from their tail.
The last two, the copperhead and the coral snake, do
not typically appear in our area so I will not spend much
time on them. The copperhead is a distinctive rust color
which is the easiest way to make its identification. The
method used to identify the Texas coral snake is the old
poem, 'Red touch yellow kill a fellow, red touch black
friend of Jack.' This is very helpful to remember - you
can distinguish the coral snake from one of the nonvenomous king snake breeds in our area.
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There are a lot of myths
about snakes. Snakes
will not strike at you
unless disturbed. Most
of the time this happens
accidentally as you
work in your yard or
walk down a trail. This
means that we must be
vigilant when outdoors.
Snakes inhabit tall
grass, shrubs, bushes,
piles of debris Do not
stick your hand into a
pile of brush or leaves,
do not put your hand
into any holes you might
see in the ground. If you
see a small rodent such
as a squirrel or a rat
struggling on the ground
like it has lost control, DO NOT APPROACH THE
ANIMAL. Instead keep your eye peeled because there
is probably a snake nearby waiting to enjoy their meal.
Many people have heard stories about someone who
fell into a den of water moccasins. This is simply not
true. Water moccasins are very solitary animals and
they only associate with other water moccasins during
mating season. Outside of this, they actually prey on
other snakes including other water moccasins and
sometimes their own young. These are probably the
most aggressive of the pit vipers but the majority of the
time they will also avoid human contact. If they do not
flee they will almost always take a defensive posture
hoping you will go away.
Since we do live in an area with a number of poisonous
snakes, it is also beneficial to know what to do if you
are bitten. The two major venoms found in Texas
snakes are classified as hem toxin and neurotoxin.
Rattlesnakes, Cottonmouths and Copperheads all
possess hem toxin venom. This particular venom
attacks tissue and causes damage through necrosis.
The good news is that these bites are very rarely fatal if
treated quickly. The best thing to do is to relax, yes I
know that is ironic to consider if you have been bitten by
a snake. Do not place a tourniquet on the affected part
of the body as this can actually cause more harm than
good. Do not cut the wound open to suck the poison
out, that only works in movies. What you need to do is
get to a hospital. The closest hospital with anti-venom
Continued on page 16

PAGE

15

WATERING TIPS
With temperatures hitting the
triple digits this month, it’s
important to make sure your
lawn has the adequate amount
of water.
•While established lawns need
deep and infrequent watering,
newly planted turf needs light
and frequent watering. Reduce
the frequency and increase the
amount of water when the
new plantings take root.
•Add in rainfall when calculating how much water the turf
needs that week.

Update Roads - continued from page 14
include roadwork from the Ninth Grade Center to the western city limits and is a $12
million project in partnership with Dallas County. This means that each entity will be
responsible for a cost of approximately $6 million. Currently in the design phase,
Regaynal B. Poplion, Cedar Hill’s Engineering Projects Coordinator, says the design for
the Mansfield Road Project will likely not be finished until next year, resulting in the
building of a new four-lane divided roadway.
Lake Ridge Parkway, from Mansfield Road south to Hwy 67, just started construction
last week with the improvements including construction of two additional lanes, therefore
making Lake Ridge Parkway a four-lane divided parkway. Once the new lanes are open
for traffic, the existing two lanes will be rehabilitated along with drainage improvements,
and this work is scheduled to be complete by 2012. According to Poplion, “The Lake
Ridge cost estimate is $9 million with Cedar Hill cost at $4.5 million and Dallas County
[the other $4.5 million].”

•Water in the morning to minimize evaporation.
•Trees suck up moisture, so
grass near trees will need
more water than other areas.
•Make sure sprinkler heads are
in good condition and that
they water the lawn, not the
sidewalk.

“All of these roadways have included multiple public meetings to collect input from the
residents who live near and drive these roadways. This input is included in the engineering plans, which are made available at public meetings for review,” Brown concluded.

Snakes - continued from page 15
for these snakes is Mansfield Methodist which is about a 10 - 15 minute drive. The other type of venom found in
Texas snakes is Neurotoxin. This particular poison attacks the central nervous system. This is the type of toxin
possessed by the coral snake and the Mojave rattlesnake found in southern Texas near the Mexico border. The
Mojave rattlesnake is considered one of the most dangerous snakes because it will almost immediately strike if
bothered. If you are bitten by one of these, you need to seek immediate medical attention from a hospital with the
proper anti-venom.
When you arrive at the hospital try to describe the snake to the hospital staff or if you were lucky enough to get
a picture, have that ready to present. The hospital staff also needs to quickly know about pre-existing medical condition such as heart problems or respiratory issues you may have. It is very seldom that anyone in this country dies
from a snake bite, but if you have an underlying medical condition it does put you at a higher risk.
As a general rule venomous snakes will leave you alone if you leave them alone. Never attempt to handle a snake
and if you do kill one do not pick it up. A pit viper can still strike and deliver a venomous bite after being decapitated
for up to two hours because its brain stays alive. The best practice is to contact animal control and let them deal with
your intruder. You can reach the Cedar Hill Animal Control at 972-223-6111. The number for Grand Prairie Animal
control is 972-237-8575.
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If you are
interested in a
Bridge Club, Garden Club or
Chess Club,
email
cbahr@cmamagement.com
for more information.
Bridge Club

Garden Club

Chess Club

DURING THE CONSTRUCTION
OF LAKE RIDGE PARKWAY,
TRAFFIC FINES ARE
DOUBLED . . . PLEASE

SLOW DOWN
Communications Information
Email Web Telephone
communications@lakeridgepoa.org (General)
www.lakeridgepoa.org (Our web site)
214-473-2002 (Property Manager)
websiteinfo@lakeridgepoa.org (Web)
www.cedarhilltx.com (Cedar Hill)
972-291-5100 (City of Cedar Hill)
www.gptx.org (Grand Prairie )
972-237-8000 (City of Grand Prairie)
www.cmamanagement.com (Request to Login)
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Committee Information
To join a committee or volunteer your time, please
send an email to:
Architectural Control Committee
architecture@lakeridgepoa.org
Communications Committee
communications@lakeridgepoa.org
Finance/Legal Committee
finance@lakeridgepoa.org
Maintenance Committee
maintenance@lakeridgepoa.org
Landscape Committee
landscape@lakeridgepoa.org
Board of Directors
board@lakeridgepoa.org
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